FOREWORD

Prof. Gonzalo Vidal Molinero died suddenly in Uppsala (Sweden) on 10th January
1997. The notice of his death caught we all his friends and colleagues by surprise. Near
the conclusion of 1996, shortly before his decease, he attended to two scientific
meetings in his native Spain. While delighting in his companionship and professional
skills, nobody could image these would be the very last two occasions to share a few
days of rich scientific discussions with him. These meetings were the /I Field
Conference of the Cambrian Stage Subdivision Working Groups (International
Subcommission on Cambrian Stratigraphy), which took place from 13th to 21st
September 1996 in Daroca, and the X/I Jornadas de Paleontologia (i.e. the 1996 annual
meeting of the Sociedad Espafiola de Paleontologia), from 30th October to 2nd
November 1996 in Badajoz. This special number of Revista Espaiiola de Paleontologiu
includes contributions presented to the two meetings and intends to render homage to
Gonzalo’s memory both as a scientist and a human.

We wish to express our most sincere thanks to all who have contributed to carry out
this volume: the authors of the papers included here, the scientitic reviewers, the official
institutions who supported in one way or another the organisational and editorial tasks,
and last, but not least, the authors who submitted manuscripts which, for a variety of
reasons, could not be accepted for publication. Special thanks also to Ms. Irina
Maidanskaya and Dr. Ewa Glowniak for their valuable help with the Slavonic
references, and to Ms. Belén'Orduna for linguistic advice with the terms from the Latin
and the classical Greek.

We are pleased to say that we all were engaged in this emotive undertaking.

The editors.

PREFACIO

El Prot. Gonzalo Vidal Molinero murié repentinamente en Uppsala (Suecia) el 10 de
enero de 1997. La inesperada noticia de su muerte nos sorprendié a sus colegas y
amigos. A finales del afio 1996, poco antes de su muerte, Gonzalo asistié a dos
congresos cientificos en su Espafia natal. Nadie de nosotros podia imaginar que éstas
serfan las dos dltimas ocasiones en que podriamos compartir unos dias de
enriquecedoras discusiones cientificas con él. Dichos congresos fueron la // Field
Conference of the Cambrian Stage Subdivision Working Groups (International
Subcommission on Cambrian Stratigraphy), que tuvo lugar en Daroca del 13 al 21 de
septiembre de 1996, y las XII Jornadas de Paleontologia, del 30 de octubre al 2 de
noviembre del mismo afio en Badajoz. El presente nimero extraordinario de la Revista
Espanola de Paleontologiu incluye contribuciones cientificas presentadas durante estos
dos congresos, y pretende asi rendir homenaje a la memoria de Gonzalo, tanto como
cientifico como ser humano.

Deseamos expresar nuestro mds sincero agradecimiento a todos aquellos que han
contribuido a llevar a cabo este niimero: los autores de los articulos aqui incluidos, los
revisores cientificos, las instituciones oficiales que de una manera u otra apoyaron las
tareas de organizacién y edicién y, por ultimo, pero no en menor medida, los autores que
remitieron manuscritos y que por alguna razén no han podido ser aceptados para su
publicacién. Nuestro agradecimiento especial también para la Srta. Irina Maidanskaya y
la Dra. Ewa Glowniak, por su preciosa ayuda con las referencias eslavas, asi como para
la Srta. Belén Orduna por sus valiosos consejos en la lingtifstica de los términos griegos
cldsicos y latinos.

Nos complace poder afirmar que todos nosotros hemos tomado parte en esta empresa
tan emotiva.

Los editores.
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Participants in the I/ Field Conference of the Cambrian Stage Subdivision Working Groups photographed 15th September 1996 in the Lower
Cambrian limestone quarries of Alconera (Badajoz province, Spain). From left to right, standing: Irmgard Sdzuy, Adrienne Jago, Judy
Shergold, Gonzalo Vidal, Olaf Elicki, Elena Moreno, Andrey Zhuravlev, Ed Landing, Klaus Sdzuy, John Shergold. Per Ahlberg, Rodolfo
Gozalo, Teodoro Palacios, Gerd Geyer, Marie-Pierre Dabard and Jean-Jacques Chauvel; squatting: José Antonio Gamez, Antonio Perejon,
Patricia Palmer, Jacqueline Guérangé, Eladio Lifidn, Mike McCollum, Linda McCollum, Pete Palmer and Jim Jago.





